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The  1890-S  Stated  Dime 

by 

Bill  Cregan 

One  of  the  most  elusive  later  date  Liberty  Seated  dimes  is  the  1890-S. 
After  almost  one  year  of  searching,  I've  only  located  nine  specimens, 
with  only  four  of  them  in  true  collectible  condition.  In  the  higher  cir- 
culated grades  this  coin  is  a  real  prize,  and  it  would  make  an  excellent 
objective  in  a  Seated  coin  hunt. 

The  1890-S  has  a  fairly  generous  mintage  for  a  Seated  dime,  1,423,076 
pieces.  This  quantity  indicates  at  first  glance  a  comparatively  common 
coin.  But  this  slightly  swelled  mintage  is  deceptive.  From  my  obser- 
vations the  coin  is  infrequently  found  in  dealer's  showcases  or  on  their 
bidboards.  The  date  is  seldom  located  in  dealer's  advertised  price  lists  or 
mail  bid  sales  listings. 

From  these  observations,  I  have  concluded  that  the  1890-S  is  much 
scarcer  than  commonly  assumed.  The  specimen  in  my  collection  is  a  full 
original  very  fine  with  a  small  clip  on  the  upper  left  obverse  edge, 
possibly  made  by  a  Chinese  merchant.  The  coin  possesses  a  medium 
gray  toning  and  is  sharply  struck,  quite  similar  in  striking  detail  to  the 
1876  and  1877-CC  dimes. 

The  nine  specimens  I  located  over  a  one  year  period  were  on  the 
average  in  about  fine  condition.  I'll  describe  each  of  these  nine  coins  in 
detail,  to  give  the  collector  searching  out  this  date  an  insight  on  what  is 
available  in  the  market.  Specimen  Number  one,  about  good  condition, 
nice  gray  toning,  but  featuring  a  clog  in  the  lower  loop  of  the  "S"  mint- 
mark,  a  bid  board  offering,  reserved  at  seven  dollars.  Specimen  Number 
two  was  discovered  in  a  dealer's  stock.  The  coin  was  in  fair  condition, 
heavily  worn  and  without  impairments.  Specimen  Number  three  was 
located  at  a  Long  Beach,  California  coin  show  in  February,  1981.  The 
dime  graded  fine  but  exhibited  a  slightly  granular  surface  that  was  lightly 
cleaned.  The  price  quoted  was  fifteen  dollars.  Specimens  Number  four 
and  five  were  also  seen  at  the  Long  Beach  show.  Specimen  Number  four 
was  harshly  cleaned  with  an  abrasive,  but  would  grade  very  fine  without 
this  impairment.  The  coin  featured  the  clogged  "S"  at  the  lower  loop,  but 
the  design  was  sharply  struck.  The  price  quoted  was  seventeen  dollars. 
Specimen  Number  five  graded  very  good  to  fine  but  was  uncleverly 
cleaned  and  again  clogged  at  the  lower  loop  of  the  "S"  mintmark. 
Specimen  Number  six  was  observed  in  a  local  dealer's  showcase  and 
graded  extremely  fine.  The  coin  was  only  insignificantly  impaired,  with 
slight  flatness  of  strike  and  an  old,  careful  cleaning.  A  few  weeks  later  I 
made  another  visit  to  the  dealer's  shop  and  the  coin  was  gone. 
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Specimens  Number  seven  and  eight  were  real  treats,  being  in  about 
uncirculated  to  uncirculated  condition.  I  speculate  that  numbers  seven 
and  eight  are  the  same  coin,  and  that  the  coin  exchanged  hands  between 
dealers.  But  I  can't  verify  this  because  I  didn't  speak  to  the  two  dealers 
about  the  background  of  the  two  dimes. 

Specimen  Number  seven  was  found  at  an  Anaheim,  California  show  in 
November,  1980.  The  coin  appeared  virtually  uncirculated,  with  a  dulled 
frosted  surface  and  a  full  strike.  I  couldn't  detect  any  signs  of  friction  on 
its  surface,  or  any  traces  of  cleaning,  although  the  coin  might  have  been 
carefully  dipped.  As  a  whole,  the  coin  was  totally  desirable  and  unusual. 

In  April  1981,  at  the  "Queen  Mary"  Stamp  and  Coin  Exposition  in  Long 
Beach  I  found  another  exceptional  about  uncirculated  to  uncirculated 
1890-S.  This  coin's  quality  almost  identically  matched  the  1890-S  I  saw  at 
the  Anaheim  show.  This  leads  me  to  speculate  that  the  coin  changed 
hands  between  dealers.  The  coin  was  priced  at  five  hundred  dollars 
which  seems  reasonable  considering  its  apparent  scarcity. 

Specimen  Number  nine  is  the  coin  I  added  to  my  collection.  I  obtained 
the  coin  at  a  Bakersfield,  California  coin  show  in  April,  1981.  The  coin  is 
well  struck,  particularly  at  the  head,  and  displays  a  clear  and  bold  mint- 
mark.  I  traded  a  fine  to  very  fine  1871-S,  original  and  uncleaned,  for  it  and 
five  dollars  cash. 

After  surveying  the  1890-S,  I'm  certain  the  coin  is  quite  scarce  in  very 
fine  and  better  grades,  although  many  catalogues  peg  this  coin  at  about 
the  same  price  as  the  much  more  common  Philadelphia  dates.  How  this 
coin  eludes  its  rather  large  mintage  is  a  mystery  to  me,  but  from  my  ob- 
servations the  highly  regarded  1889-S  appears  at  least  twice  as  often  as 
the  1890-S.  The  1864-S,  1869-S,  and  1884-S  are  even  more  frequently  of- 
fered for  sale  than  the  1890-S.  These  three  dates  have  been  traditionally 
held  to  be  "scarce". 

I  also  believe  that  the  1890-S  is  vastly  underrated  in  about  uncirculated 
to  uncirculated  condition.  I 've  seen  very  few  San  Francisco  dimes  from 
the  1880's  in  any  condition  bordering  mint  state,  and  received  a  pleasant 
surprise  after  learning  that  an  eastern  dealer  offered  a  mint  state  1886-S 
in  a  late  1979  retail  catalogue  price  list.  I  can't  say  that  the  about  uncir- 
culated to  uncirculated  1890-S  is  a  rarity,  but  it  might  be  similar  in  scar- 
city to  the  1886-S  in  identical  condition.  Only  time  and  searching  will  bear 
out  this  assumption. 

I  enjoyed  searching  for  the  1890-S.  I  hope  looking  for  the  1888-S  will 

also  provide  some  fun. 
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A  masterpiece 
by  a  master  craftsman. 

Christian  Gobrecht  was  truly  a  master  craftsman.  His  Gobrccht  Dollar  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  ever  created. 

Just  as  Gobrecht  emphasized  quality  in  his  work,  we  emphasize  quality 
when  we  offer  the  coinage  he  designed.  We  have  over  750  high  quality 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  includinq  the  pictured  Gobrecht  Dollar,  all  valued  at 
over  $150,000. 

In  addition  to  offering  a  wide  selection  and  high  quality,  all  of  our 
seated  coins  are  accurately  graded  and  covered  by  our  grading  guarantee. 
This  means  that  when  you  order  from  us,  you  know  before  you  receive  the 
coin  that  it  is  properly  graded. 

So  when  you're  looking  for  a  masterpiece,  look  for  our  ads  in  the 
leading  numismatic  publications.  We'll  have  the  Gobrecht  designed  coinage 
you  need  in  the  quality  you  desire. 

Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co. 

The  originator  of  the  guaranteed  grading  system 
2121  North  Akard  •  Dallas,  Texas  75201 
(214)742-1079  •  WATS:  (1)  800-527-9250 

Any  coin  purchased  from  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co.,  after  May  1, 1975,  will  adhere  to  the  standards 
of  the  ANA  Grading  Board.  If  not,  the  full  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  to  the  original 
purchaser  within  30  days  of  the  decision  by  the  Grading  Board.* 

•This  applies  to  the  grade  itself  and  not  to  the  degrees  within  that  particular  grade  (I.e.  AU  (50)  us  Ch.  All  (55)).  Thi$  allows  for  JegWmrte 
differences  in  opinion.  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co.  retains  the  option  of  refunding  your  money  or  replacing  with  a  suitable  coin. 


The  Surprising  1844  Dollar 


I  have  spent  many  years  studying  Liberty  Seated  coinage  and  have 
frequently  observed  interesting  and  unusual  pieces.  On  occasion 
something  very  surprising  will  happen  that  is  totally  unexpected.  Just 
such  an  exchange  took  place  in  a  conversation  with  Tom  DeLorey  at  the 
Michigan  State  Convention  in  April  1981.  We  discussed  a  variety  of  things 
but  during  the  exchange  Tom  mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  recently 
examined  an  1844  Dollar  and  had  noticed  the  remains  of  an  extra  8  punch 
high  up  into  the  drapery  folds  to  the  right  of  the  obverse  shield.  I  told  him 
that  I  had  never  noticed  the  extra  date  punch  but  would  check  it  out  on 
pieces  that  I  examined  in  the  future.  I  went  over  to  the  table  of  a  dealer 
friend  of  mine  who  had  a  selection  of  Seated  dollars  for  sale  and 
examined  the  two  1844  pieces  that  he  had  on  display.  To  my  astonish- 
ment I  could  clearly  see  the  upper  loop  of  an  8  on  both  pieces  within  a  fold 
of  drapery  high  up  over  the  space  between  the  digits  8  and  4.  When  I  got 
home  I  went  to  the  bank  and  looked  at  my  piece  and  found  the  extra  punch 
on  it  also.  The  most  surprising  thing  to  me  is  that  I  have  examined  my 
coin  many  times  over  a  period  of  20  years  and  never  noticed  the  extra 
punch.  This  example  only  shows  that  there  are  many  things  yet  to  be 
discovered  about  Seated  coinage  that  will  eventually  be  uncovered  by  the 
observant  numismatist. 


1844  Dollar  with  Extra  Date  Punch  in  Drapery 
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Two  weeks  later  Kam  Ahwash  called  and  among  other  things  asked  me 
if  I  knew  about  the  extra  8  punch  on  the  1844  dollar.  He  indicated  that  the 
extra  punch  was  visible  on  all  of  the  circulated  1844  dollars  that  he  had 
examined  recently  but  that  it  did  not  appear  on  an  1844  Proof  dollar  that 
he  had  seen. 

Another  feature  of  the  1844  dollar  is  that  it  has  what  has  been  called  a 
quad-stripe  obverse  shield.  This  term  indicates  that  each  cluster  of  ver- 
ticle  stripes  in  the  obverse  shield  contains  four  stripes  while  every  other 
die  used  in  the  series  has  only  three  stripes  to  each  cluster.  The  infor- 
mation collected  so  far  would  seem  to  indicate  that  all  1844  dollars 
struck  from  the  quad-stripe  die  would  also  have  the  extra  8  punch  in  the 
drapery  fold.  A  second  obverse  die  for  this  date  with  the  normal  obverse 
shield  would  therefore  not  have  the  extra  punch. 

The  quad-stripe  obverse  die  is  by  far  the  most  common  variety  of  this 
year  indicating  that  the  extra  8  punch  should  appear  on  most  of  the 
pieces  dated  1844.  However  we  are  just  now  beginning  to  examine  these 
dollars  for  the  extra  date  punch  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  draw  any 
general  conclusions  from  the  observations  to  date.  Anyone  with  further 
information  on  the  subject  is  encouraged  to  report  it  to  the  Journal  for 
publication. 

The  picture  of  the  1844  dollar  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at 
Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 


The  Editor 


We  buy  and  Sell 

High  Quality  Rare  Coins 


EDWARD  F.  CZAJKA 

EFC  RARE  COINS 


Member  of  A  N. A  -  M.S.N.S.  -  L.S.C.C  -  M  C  C 


Telephone  313-582-3939 

p  O  Box  68  Dearborn.  Mich  48121 
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Liberty  Seated  Coins 


...THAT'S  OUR  NAME. ..AND  THAT'S  OUR  SPECIALTY 

★  Servicing  Collector  and  Investor  needs  for  the  past  2  years. 

★  When  you  can't  locate  the  tough  date,  come  to  us,  we  have 
them. ..if  not,  we'll  get  them! 

★  Our  Specialty: 

Seated  Liberty  Dollars 
Seated  Liberty  Halves 

★  Investment  programs  on  Seated  and  Trade  Dollars. 

★  Also,  buying  and  selling  all:   Vi  Dimes,  Dimes,  Quarters, 
Halves  and  Dollars  in  all  grades  for  Seated  Specialists. 


605  Jackson  St.,  Durham,  North  Carolina  27701 
Barry  Ciociola  L.S.C.C.  #461 
Phone:  (919)  682-4877 


R  Chopmarked  1860-5  Half  Dollar 

by 

William  B.  Bugert 

David  Lange's  article  in  Issue  20  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  entitled  "An 
Interesting  1865-S  Half  Dollar"  brought  to  mind  a  certain  half  in  my 
collection.  I  have  a  G-6  1860-S  Beistle  1A  with  a  chopmark  in  the  obverse 
right  field.  As  expected  the  coin's  reverse  is  flattened  opposite  this 
chopmark.  This  half  dollar  is  quite  common  otherwise. 

Mr.  Lange  stated  that  although  chopmarks  are  indeed  common  on 
Trade  Dollars  they  are  quite  rare  on  other  U.S.  coinage.  I  have  to  agree  at 
least  with  respect  to  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  I  specialize  in  collecting 
and  researching  Seated  half  dollars  and  this  is  my  first  encounter  with  a 
chopmarked  specimen.  The  bourse  dealer  I  purchased  it  from  let  me  have 
this  "damaged"  specimen  for  near  bullion  value.  Although  not 
necessarily  a  valuable  coin  it  is  worth  more  to  me  as  an  interesting  sup- 
plement to  collecting  minted  varieties. 

Speculation  as  to  in  whose  hands,  when  and  where  this  coin  cir- 
culated, is  only  limited  by  your  imagination  and  that  is  half  the  fun  of 
numismatics.  I  have  researched  this  particular  chopmark  and  can  find  no 
reference  to  it.  Being  unknowledgeable  in  chopmarks  perhaps  I'm  search- 
ing for  the  proverbial  needle  in  a  haystack  (?).  Can  anyone  (Trade  Dollar 
specialist?)  offer  any  additional  information? 


A 
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Rn  Interesting  1853  Arrows  Half  Dime 

by 

David  Lange 

The  silver  coins  of  1853  with  arrows  at  the  date  are  among  the  most 
common  of  all  Liberty  Seated  coins.  This  seems  to  be  especially  true  of 
the  half  dime.  The  high  mintage  of  more  than  13  million  pieces  for  the 
Philadelphia  striking  stands  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  remainder  of  the 
series.  Many  dies,  more  than  150  according  to  Walter  Breen,  were 
required  for  such  a  large  coinage.  This  date  is  therefore  a  rich  hunting 
ground  for  those  seeking  unlisted  varieties. 

Such  a  coin  is  the  one  illustrated.  I  was  unable  to  find  any  mention  of 
this  variety  in  Valentine's  book,  nor  in  any  of  the  supplemental  works 
which  accompany  the  recent  reprint. 

In  this  variety  the  numeral  3  in  the  date  is  nearly  missing,  grease  or 
some  other  foreign  matter  having  filled  this  portion  of  the  die.  The  3  is 
partially  visible,  being  most  evident  at  the  top.  It  is  the  only  feature  of  the 
coin  affected  in  this  manner. 

Another  characteristic  of  this  variety  is  a  strong  die  clash.  This  is  seen 
most  clearly  above  Liberty's  right  shoulder,  between  and  below  the  let- 
ters ME  in  DIME,  and  above  the  upper  ends  of  the  wreath. 

The  picture  of  the  1853  With  Arrows  half  dime  was  taken  by  Tom 
Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 
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Some  Common  Mint  State 
Liberty  Seated  Coina 

by 

Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 

The  Gobrecht  Journal  has  published  several  articles  on  the  rarities  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  coin  series.  Perhaps  Walter  Breen's  "Some  Legendary 
Liberty  Seated  Varieties"  and,  or  course,  Kamal  Ahwash's  "Kam's  Kor- 
ner"  feature  are  the  most  notable  in  this  regard. 

In  this  article,  I  intend  to  instead  list  the  ten  most  commonly  offered 
mint  state  Liberty  Seated  coins.  The  information  below  may  well  surprise 
some  readers  since  the  selection  includes  a  few  pieces  which,  because 
of  their  type  status,  are  very  highly  regarded. 

The  source  of  my  information  is  a  survey  of  110  important  auction 
sales  from  1972  onward.  I  hope  to  publish  the  complete  results  of  this 
survey  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  the  not-too-distant  future. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Russell  Vaughn  of  New  England  Rare  Coin 
Galleries  for  generously  allowing  me  to  survey  several  catalogues  in  the 
NERCG  library. 


Number  of  Appearances 


Rank 

Denomination 

Date,  Mint,  Variety 

in  Auction  Survey 

1. 

Twenty  Cents 

1875-S 

130 

2. 

Dime 

1891 

116 

3. 

Dollar 

1860-0 

92 

4. 

Half  Dime 

1853  Arrows 

89 

5. 

Half  Dime 

1837 

82 

6. 

Half  Dime 

1858 

75 

7. 

Quarter 

1877-CC 

65 

8. 

Dime 

1853  Arrows 

64 

9. 

Dollar 

1859-0 

64 

10. 

Half  Dime 

1872-S,  S  below  wreath 

62 

Reportedly,  in  the  1960's  the  treasury  released  uncirculated  bags  of 
1859-0,  1860-0  and  1871  dated  silver  dollars  (one  bag  each).  Presumably 
the  1871  dollar  may  eventually  join  the  1859-0  and  1860-0  coins  on  the 
above  list. 

The  presence  of  the  1858  half  dime  in  the  above  list  may  very  well 
present  a  distortion  of  its  actual  availability.  A  hoard  of  twenty  pieces 
that  appeared  in  a  single  auction  was  included  in  my  survey. 
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PHIL-CO 


P.O.  Box  9586 
O'Fallon,  Missouri  63366 

Jerry  Phillips    LSCC  #475 


Satisfaction  Completely  Guaranteed 
ANA  Grading 

Add  Postage  on  Orders  Under  $100 
Missouri  Residents  Add  Sales  Tax 


HALF  DIMES 


1840  0     With  Drap.  Abt.  VF  $120 

1842       G-VG  7 

1844-  0  VG  couple  of  scratches 

on  Obverse  40 

18520     Good  +   17 

18570     VF-XF  25 

1858  0     Fine  13 

DIMES 

18400     Fine  +  $30 

1842       VF-XF  25 

1844        Fine  68 

1845-  0     Fine  82 

1858-0     VG  15 

1870       Choice  XF  +   75 

1875-S     Under  Wreath  VF  15 

1876       VF  +  15 

1884       Fine  8 

1888  S     VF  +  15 

QUARTERS 

1840-  0     No  Drap.  VG  $14 

1841  Good  27 

1841-  0     Good  +   22 

18410     VG  30 

18410     VG-F  36 

1842-  0     VG  24 

1847-0     VG  +  35 

1850-0     VG-F  35 

1856-  0     Fine  30 

1857       VF  21 

1857-  0     F-VF  28 

1865-S     VG  68 

1869-S     Fine,  dipped  130 

1869-S     Very  sharp,  VF-XF  265 

1881        VF  175 


HALF  DOLLARS 


1839       No  Drapery  XF-AU  $525 

1839       With  Drapery  XF  90 

1841       Very  Sharp  AU  225 

1842-0     Lg.  Date,  Bord.  UNC  220 

1845       VF  100 

1845  XF  165 

1845-  0     No  Drap.  VF  +  60 

1846  Tall  Date  VF  55 

1846-  0  Tall  Date,  INS  Papers 

VF  +  230 

1848       VG  43 

1851-0     Abt.  XF,  Dipped  62 

1852       Fine  +  215 

1858  S     XF  125 

1859-S     XF  110 

1862       VF  80 

1862  Choice  AU  250 

1863  XF  +  130 

1864-S    Sharp  XF  80 

1867  XF  130 

1872-S     VF  +  80 

1872-  CC  Good  +   33 

1873       No  Arrows,  XF  120 

1873-  CC  No  Arrows,  Good  +  55 

1873-  CC  Arrows  Abt.  VG  60 

1874-  CC  G-VG  120 

1876-CC  Fine  +   23 

1890  VG  170 

1891  AU  145 

DOLLARS 

1841        Fine  $130 

1864  VG/F  +  180 

1868  Fine  175 

1870       VG  +   105 

1870        XF  230 

1870-CC  VG  210 

1872-S     G-VG  115 
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PHIL-CO 

P.O.  Box  9586  *  004-U 

O'Fallon,  Missouri  63366 

Continued.  . .  HUGE  0  QUARTER 

I  have  available  a  very  nice  example  of  this 
coin.  One  of  the  finest  known.  I  grade  it  just 
shy  of  XF-40. 

Interested  collectors  please  write. 

I  would  like  to  see  this  coin  go  to  anLSCC 
Member. 

JERRY  PHILLIPS 


LSCC  Annual  Meeting 

The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  90th  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association.  The  convention  will  be  held  at  the  Rivergate  Convention 
Center  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  from  July  28  through  August  2,  1981. 
The  club  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  nearby  New  Orleans  Hilton  Hotel  in 
the  Eglinton  and  Winton  Rooms  on  Wednesday  July  29,  1981  at  10  a.m. 
Please  try  to  attend.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the  results  of  this 
year's  election  of  Officers,  a  short  business  meeting  and  an  opportunity 
for  members  to  exchange  information  on  Seated  coins. 

An  agenda  for  the  business  meeting  has  not  yet  been  drawn  up  but 
several  items  have  already  been  prepared  for  presentation  at  the  meeting. 
These  topics  include:  1)  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  from  the 
club  Secretary-Treasurer,  2)  the  setting  of  club  dues  for  the  next  club 
year,  3)  the  discussion  of  a  cover  coin  to  be  used  on  the  next  three  issues 
of  the  Journal,  4)  a  report  on  the  club's  promotions  to  distribute  its  new 
book  "The  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Volume  Number  One". 

Other  items  will  be  added  to  the  meeting  agenda  as  they  develop  for 
discussion  by  the  club  members.  Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  the 
discussion  on  each  agenda  item  short  and  to  the  point  so  that  we  can 
have  a  brisk,  informative  and  productive  session.  See  you  in  New 
Orleans. 

John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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Availability  of 
Liberty  Seated  Dimes  fay  Grade 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


The  Liberty  Seated  dime  series  contains  many  dates  that  are  con- 
sidered rare  and  difficult  to  obtain.  Yet  there  are  other  dates  that  do  not 
have  long  reputations  for  rarity  that  the  collector  will  find  difficult  to  ob- 
tain in  the  current  market.  To  help  identify  those  dates  that  might  have 
potential  for  the  future  I  have  made  a  study  of  availability  of  the  dates  bv 
grade.  1 

It  is  difficult  to  identify  availability  in  the  coin  market  because  of  the 
many  ways  that  coins  can  be  marketed.  I  have  decided  that  the  frequency 
of  listing  by  grade  in  Coin  World  advertising  is  at  least  a  reasonable  way 
to  evaluate  the  availability  in  the  market  to  the  collecting  public.  I  have 
therefore  made  a  listing  of  the  frequency  with  which  each  date  appeared 
in  Coin  World  ads  for  41  consecutive  weeks  from  August  20,  1980  to  May 
27,  1981.  The  listing  is  broken  down  into  three  circulated  grades  as  well 
as  Uncirculated  and  Proof.  I  have  no  assurances  that  the  pieces  are  as 
described  but  any  piece  that  was  listed  in  a  split  grade  was  recorded  in 
the  lower  category.  No  attempt  was  made  to  eliminate  duplicate  listings 
of  the  same  coin  except  in  a  few  cases  where  the  same  ad  was  placed  by 
the  same  dealer  within  two  weeks  time. 

The  listing  contains  only  coins  that  were  offered  at  fixed  prices  and 
does  not  include  those  pieces  offered  in  Mail  Bid  Sales  or  those  offered 
as  trade  material.  A  few  of  the  ads  contained  only  choice  materia!  but 
most  presented  a  selection  in  a  variety  of  grades  with  dates  ranging 
through  the  series.  The  listing  illustrates  many  expected  trends  but  also 
indicates  that  some  dates  are  surprisingly  difficult  to  locate.  While  not  a 
direct  reflection  of  actual  rarity  the  listing  should  be  helpful  to  collector 
and  dealer  alike  in  identifying  specific  dates  that  are  underrated  in  the 
current  market. 

The  No  Stars  dimes  dated  1837  and  1838-0  have  been  popular  type 
coins  for  many  years  and  have  been  marketed  as  part  of  the  19th  century 
type  set.  These  dates  are  priced  at  something  over  four  times  the  price  of 
other  dates  of  this  period  while  availability  would  indicate  that  they  are 
easier  to  obtain  in  average  circulated  grades.  This  trend  could  also  in- 
dicate a  market  for  the  No  Stars  variety  that  will  remain  as  long  as  there 
is  an  interest  in  type  collecting.  All  of  the  early  Philadelphia  dates  appear 
to  be  available  in  circulated  grades  with  the  1844  and  the  1846  being  of- 
fered more  often  than  would  normally  be  expected.  Still  in  the  higher 
grades  these  two  dates  would  seem  to  be  difficult  to  obtain.  The  early 
New  Orleans  listings  contain  some  surprises  in  that  the  1845-0  and  1849- 
0  seem  to  be  more  readily  available  than  generally  believed.  On  the  other 
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hand  the  1843-0  would  appear  to  be  one  of  the  more  difficult  dates  to  ob- 
tain, especially  in  the  higher  grades.  The  1850-0  is  not  recognized  as  a 
rarity  but  it  has  not  appeared  as  often  as  the  other  dates  of  this  period. 
All  early  New  Orleans  dimes  would  appear  to  be  rare  in  Uncirculated 
condition  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  1841-0. 

The  1853  Arrows  dime  is  the  most  common  of  the  dates  with  the  ob- 
verse stars,  the  date  being  offered  for  sale  306  times  in  the  41  issues  of 
Coin  World.  While  it  is  true  that  many  of  these  listings  represented  the 
same  coin,  there  is  no  telling  how  many  times  a  single  listing  repre- 
sented multiple  pieces  in  a  dealer's  stock.  The  Philadelphia  dates  from 
1853  through  to  1862  would  seem  to  be  available  in  all  circulated  grades 
as  well  as  Uncirculated.  The  first  three  San  Francisco  dates  of  1856-S, 
1858-S  and  1859-S  would  appear  to  be  hard  to  obtain  and  underrated  in 
the  current  market.  In  fact  the  1859-S  appears  only  twice  in  the  entire 
listing,  the  fewest  number  of  offerings  for  any  date  in  the  series.  The 
1860-S  seems  to  be  more  common  than  generally  believed  with  most  of 
the  pieces  available  in  nice  circulated  grades.  The  1860-0  is  a  recognized 
rarity  in  the  series  but  the  date  has  been  offered  for  sale  more  frequently 
in  recent  years  because  of  a  sharp  rise  in  price.  The  19  offerings  however 
almost  certainly  represent  multiple  listings  for  some  of  the  same  pieces. 
The  Philadelphia  pieces  from  1863  to  1867  are  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  in  circulated  grades  with  the  Proof  specimens  of  this  period  more 
common  than  the  Uncirculated  business  strikes. 

The  early  Carson  City  dates  from  the  1871-CC  to  the  1874-CC  are 
recognized  rarities  in  the  series  and  always  difficult  to  obtain.  The  1872-S 
was  offered  only  eight  times  over  this  period  and  would  appear  to  be  un- 
derrated. The  popular  arrows  dimes  of  1873  and  1874  are  frequently  of- 
fered because  of  their  appeal  to  the  type  collector  but  they  would  seem 
to  be  overrated  as  dates  in  the  series.  The  1877-S  is  not  recognized  as  a 
rarity  but  it  would  seem  to  be  difficult  to  obtain  in  the  current  market  and 
would  have  to  be  a  date  to  watch  for  the  future.  The  1878-CC  was  also  not 
frequently  listed  but  this  date  has  been  rated  as  scarce  for  many  years. 
The  1879  and  1881  dates  are  difficult  to  locate  in  circulated  grades  but 
both  dates  as  well  as  the  1880  seem  to  be  easily  obtained  in  Uncirculated 
or  Proof  condition.  The  Philadelphia  dates  from  1882  to  1891  seem  to  be 
common  in  all  grades  from  Good  to  Proof  with  the  1885  being  the  best 
date  in  the  group.  The  San  Francisco  dates  of  this  period  are  much  har- 
der to  obtain  but  the  supposedly  scarce  1889-S  seems  to  be  available  in 
all  grades.  The  1885-S  is  a  recognized  rarity  in  the  series  and  very  difficult 
to  find  in  any  grade.  The  1890-S  was  listed  only  twelve  times  during  the 
period  and  would  appear  to  be  much  rarer  than  is  generally  believed.  This 
date  has  been  listed  at  a  slight  premium  in  price  listings  for  many  years 
but  the  current  availability  would  indicate  it  is  a  date  to  watch  for  the 
future. 
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Liberty  Seated  Dime* 
R  variability  in  Coin  World 

August  20, 1980  to  May  27, 1981 

Frequency  of  Listing  by  Condition 


Good 

Fine 

Extra  Fine 

DATE 

Total 

Very  Good 

Very  Fine 

About  Unc. 

Uncirc. 

Proof 

1837  No  Stars 

138 

82 

18 

28 

10 

- 

1838-0  No  Stars 

190 

149 

31 

10 

- 

- 

1838  Stars 

115 

48 

37 

15 

15 

- 

1839 

64 

14 

14 

12 

24 

- 

1839-0 

81 

31 

32 

16 

2 

- 

1840  No  Drap. 

45 

13 

9 

18 

5 

- 

1840-0  No  Drap. 

48 

17 

16 

13 

2 

- 

1840  Drapery 

8 

- 

3 

5 

- 

- 

1841 

43 

20 

12 

6 

5 

- 

1841-0 

145 

48 

60 

32 

5 

- 

1842 

68 

23 

28 

12 

5 

- 

1842-0 

34 

18 

10 

6 

- 

- 

1843 

49 

13 

18 

17 

1 

- 

1843-0 

26 

13 

13 

- 

- 

- 

1844 

98 

16 

72 

9 

1 

- 

1845 

75 

11 

40 

13 

11 

- 

1845-0 

104 

20 

54 

30 

- 

- 

1846 

47 

22 

22 

3 

- 

- 

1847 

74 

14 

25 

35 

- 

- 

1848 

56 

11 

17 

20 

8 

- 

1849 

68 

23 

17 

22 

6 

- 

1849-0 

102 

10 

71 

20 

1 

1850 

109 

15 

27 

24 

43 

1850-0 

24 

13 

8 

2 

1 

1851 

46 

17 

11 

18 

1851-0 

44 

6 

13 

24 

1 

1852 

76 

23 

27 

15 

11 

1852-0 

35 

11 
16 

13 

11 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

Frequency  of  Listing  by  Condition 


DATE 

Total 

Good 
Very  Good 

Fine 
Very  Fine 

Extra  Fine 
About  Unc. 

Uncirc. 

Proof 

1853  No  Arr. 

32 

11 

16 

1 

4 

- 

1853  Arrows 

306 

66 

93 

97 

50 

- 

1853-0 

44 

14 

25 

5 

A  DC  A 

1854 

12b 

A  H 

41 

53 

on 
22 

10 

Oil 

I  I 

Q 

I  u 

0 

45 

19 

13 

7 

18^6  La  Dt 

23 

15 

1856  Sm.  Dt. 

130 

42 

54 

26 

8 

- 

1856-0 

26 

15 

9 

2 

- 

- 

1856-S 

9 

- 

1 

8 

- 

- 

1857 

119 

27 

45 

27 

18 

2 

1857-0 

100 

18 

20 

41 

21 

- 

1858 

72 

20 

15 

25 

2 

10 

1858-0 

17 

5 

3 

3 

6 

- 

1858-S 

16 

3 

5 

8 

- 

- 

1859 

49 

5 

7 

5 

22 

10 

1859-0 

33 

2 

3 

18 

10 

- 

1859-S 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1860-S 

67 

- 

47 

17 

3 

- 

1860 

36 

3 

1 

3 

26 

3 

1860-0 

19 

10 

8 

1 

- 

- 

1861 

62 

8 

5 

23 

18 

8 

1861-S 

21 

9 

11 

1 

1862 

57 

1 

9 

15 

22 

10 

1862-S 

19 

2 

13 

4 

1863 

29 

1 

10 

18 

1863-S 

15 

1 

9 

5 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

Frequency  of  Listing  by  Condition 


UUOO 

Fine 

Extra  Fine 

Total 

Very  Good 

Very  Fine 

About  Unc. 

Uncirc. 

Proof 

1864 

15 

- 

1 

1 

2 

11 

1864-S 

55 

- 

24 

24 

7 

- 

1865 

10 

2 

3 

- 

1 

4 

1865-S 

47 

9 

14 

24 

- 

- 

1866 

24 

2 

1 

1 

4 

16 

1866-S 

28 

1 

7 

15 

5 

- 

1867 

16 

4 

- 

2 

4 

6 

1867-S 

13 

- 

8 

4 

1 

■ 

1868 

46 

1 

27 

13 

1 

4 

1868-S 

23 

3 

4 

12 

4 

■ 

1869 

39 

1 

11 

17 

1 

9 

1869-S 

65 

3 

21 

36 

5 

■ 

1870 

21 

- 

2 

4 

7 

8 

1870-S 

20 

2 

8 

5 

5 

1871 

21 

1 

4 

3 

" 

13 

1871-S 

34 

- 

10 

24 

1871-CC 

17 

1 

12 

4 

■ 

" 

1872 

76 

14 

22 

27 

4 

9 

1872-S 

8 

1 

1 

4 

2 

- 

1872-CC 

7 

1 

3 

3 

1873  No  Arr. 

93 

9 

54 

23 

A 
H 

o 

1873  Arrows 

221 

31 

88 

73 

22 

7 

1873-S 

27 

- 

4 

21 

2 

1873-CC 

11 

- 

9 

2 

1  D 

1874 

228 

75 

67 

59 

12 

1874-S 

28 

3 

8 

17 

1874-CC 

6 

2 

4 

" 

1875 

197 

45 

39 

57 

A 

1875-S 

68 

16 

25 

13 

14 

1875-CC 

90 

9 

27 

24 

30 

18 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

Frequency  of  Listing  by  Condition 


DATE 

Total 

Good 
Very  Good 

Fine 
Very  Fine 

Extra  Fine 
About  Unc. 

Uncirc. 

Proof 

1876 

144 

44 

23 

44 

18 

15 

1876-S 

30 

9 

6 

8 

7 

. 

1876-CC 

81 

29 

20 

12 

20 

1877 

106 

41 

26 

22 

7 

10 

1877-S 

12 

2 

2 

7 

1 

1877-CC 

127 

24 

21 

43 

39 

_ 

1878 

71 

3 

9 

7 

21 

31 

1878-CC 

14 

2 

5 

4 

3 

1879 

66 

3 

3 

40 

20 

1880 

78 

1 

20 

11 

10 

36 

1881 

35 

2 

5 

12 

16 

1882 

121 

18 

22 

22 

47 

12 

1883 

154 

35 

28 

32 

52 

7 

1884 

119 

21 

18 

31 

36 

13 

1884-S 

40 

5 

28 

5 

2 

1885 

75 

7 

16 

16 

28 

8 

1885-S 

5 

1 

4 

1886 

213 

27 

27 

64 

77 

18 

1886-S 

21 

6 

2 

7 

6 

1887 

244 

56 

42 

41 

86 

19 

1887-S 

113 

23 

25 

41 

24 

1888 

214 

47 

31 

54 

55 

27 

1888-S 

32 

6 

8 

6 

12 

1889 

157 

33 

32 

47 

31 

14 

1889-S 

123 

35 

36 

40 

12 

1890 

243 

53 

35 

85 

62 

8 

1890-S 

12 

4 

1 

5 

2 

1891 

321 

51 

55 

1  24 

fin 

i  i 

1891-0 

134 

30 

32 

30 

42 

1801-8 

77 

15 
19 

17 

20 

25 

This  listing  is  intended  to  give  the  collector  a  better  understanding  of 
the  relative  rarity  of  the  dates  in  the  series  in  the  current  market.  As 
prices  change  and  some  dates  become  popular  the  availability  ratings 
will  change.  A  sharp  increase  in  price  always  brings  more  pieces  on  the 
market  as  collectors  and  investors  attempt  to  take  advantage  of  the 
favorable  price  change.  Certainly  many  observations  could  be  made  on 
this  listing  but  the  best  advice  might  be  for  the  collector  to  study  the 
availability  listing  and  then  pursue  those  dates  that  he  feels  have  poten- 
tial relative  to  their  price  structure. 


The  Rarity  of  1875-CC  Quarter  Varieties 

In  Issue  #20  of  the  Journal  I  described  two  varieties  of  the  1875-CC 
quarter  and  showed  pictures  of  the  reverses  of  both  varieties  on  page  23 
of  that  issue.  At  the  time  I  was  unable  to  make  a  determination  of  the 
relative  rarity  of  the  two  varieties  because  I  simply  lacked  the  experience 
to  make  such  a  judgment.  After  the  article  appeared  however  I  received  a 
letter  from  Eddie  Randell  who  has  long  recognized  the  rarity  of  the  1875- 
CC  quarter  and  had  put  aside  a  small  group  of  seven  pieces.  I  agreed  to 
meet  with  Eddie  and  he  showed  me  this  group  of  pieces  at  the  Central 
States  Convention  in  Indianapolis  in  April  1981.  All  seven  pieces  were  in 
average  circulated  grades.  Upon  careful  examination  of  each  piece  we 
discovered  that  six  of  the  pieces  were  of  Variety  1  with  the  right  C  in  the 
mintmark  centered  under  the  crotch  between  the  feather  and  the  stem 
and  only  one  was  of  Variety  2  with  the  left  C  in  the  mintmark  over  the 
center  of  the  R.  This  relative  rarity  confirms  my  own  experience  with  this 
date.  For  many  years  I  knew  only  that  Variety  1  existed.  The  few  pieces  I 
did  find  matched  the  piece  that  I  owned  on  both  obverse  and  reverse. 
About  two  years  ago  I  found  a  piece  that  was  different  from  the  earlier 
ones  that  I  had  seen  and  immediately  purchased  it.  That  piece  is  what  I 
have  described  as  Variety  2  and  all  indications  point  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
a  rare  variety  among  1875-CC  quarters. 
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ALL  DATES  AND  GRADES 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 


BOUGHT  -  SOLD  -  APPRAISED 


COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED 
AUCTIONS  CONDUCTED 


Our  representatives  will  travel 
Anywhere  in  the  World! 


APPRAISALS  FOR: 
Estates,  Banks,  Attorneys,  Insurance  Co's.,  Etc. 

IN  BUSINESS  OVER  40  YEARS! 

WRITE  OR  PHONE  TODAY. 


si  si  ii  rni  i  o  i  ^ 

 _T- 


RARE  COIN  COMPANY  OF  AMERICA,  INC 

31  North  Clark  Street  •  Chicago,  Illinois  60602 
Telephone:  (312)  346-3443 


1865  Half  Dime* 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


The  Civil  War  dates  in  the  half  dime  series  have  always  created  a  lot  of 
interest  among  collectors  because  of  the  extreme  rarity  of  the 
Philadelphia  specimens  from  1863  to  1867.  For  the  year  1865  the  mintage 
of  the  Philadelphia  half  dime  is  listed  as  13,000  pieces  plus  500  proofs. 
With  sharp  increases  in  the  price  of  these  rare  half  dimes  in  recent  years, 
it  is  important  for  the  collector  to  be  aware  of  the  die  characteristics  of 
the  genuine  pieces.  The  Valentine  reference  on  half  dimes  is  very  helpful 
but  the  descriptions  are  frequently  too  brief  and  the  pictures  too  small  for 
the  reader  to  identify  his  pieces.  While  other  dies  are  known  for  this  date 
I  will  provide  information  on  the  characteristics  of  1865  and  1865-S  half 
dimes  in  my  possession  for  this  study.  The  information  provided  will  help 
the  reader  determine  if  his  pieces  are  genuine  and  whether  he  owns 
examples  of  the  varieties  described  in  the  article. 

Before  any  descriptions  can  be  given  however  some  reference  points 
on  the  obverse  must  be  established.  The  obverse  shield  has  10  vertical 
stripes  below  the  letters  LIBERTY  arranged  in  clusters  of  two  each.  The 
stripes  will  be  numbered  from  1  to  10  starting  from  the  left.  Imaginary 
lines  will  be  used  extending  these  stripes  through  the  date  area  and 
noting  where  they  cross  through  the  digits. 

The  pendant  is  a  teardrop  shaped  ornament  that  hangs  from  the 
drapery  to  the  right  of  the  shield.  The  position  of  this  device  in  relation  to 
the  date  is  also  used  to  help  distinguish  different  date  positions. 

1865  HALF  DIME.  The  date  on  the  Philadelphia  half  dime  measures 
1.1mm  tall,  is  level  with  the  base  of  the  rock  and  is  0.3mm  below  it.  The 
point  of  the  shield  is  just  left  of  the  date  with  the  left  edge  of  the  digit  1 
under  the  7th  stripe  in  the  obverse  shield.  The  pendant  falls  over  the  right 
side  of  the  digit  6  in  the  date.  There  is  also  a  defect  on  the  outside  lower 
part  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  digit  8  in  the  date. 

1865-S  HALF  DIME.  The  date  on  the  San  Francisco  half  dime  measures 
1.1mm  tall  and  slopes  up  toward  the  base  of  the  rock.  The  digit  1 
measures  0.3mm  below  the  rock  with  the  digit  5  less  than  0.2mm  below 
the  rock.  The  point  of  the  shield  is  over  the  left  side  of  the  upright  of  the 
digit  1  with  the  left  edge  of  that  digit  below  the  6th  stripe  in  the  obverse 
shield.  The  pendant  falls  over  the  space  between  the  digits  6  and  5.  This 
die  also  has  the  defect  on  the  outside  lower  part  of  the  upper  loop  of  the 
digit  8.  Furthermore,  the  lower  loop  of  the  digit  8  is  doubled,  from  below, 
the  earlier  punch  visible  along  the  inside  and  below  the  digit. 
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On  the  reverse  the  San  Francisco  mintmark  measures  0.7mm  tall  and  is 
a  little  closer  to  the  left  ribbon.  The  mintmark  is  about  50%  below  a  line 
connecting  the  lower  edge  of  the  ribbons.  The  reverse  die  is  badly 
clashed  in  several  places.  There  is  a  strong  die  line  connecting  the  cereal 
grains  over  the  wreath.  Another  clash  mark  runs  from  the  inside  of  the 
wreath  down  through  the  letter  E  in  DIME,  down  into  the  leaves  and  ex- 
tends down  to  the  center  of  the  bow.  The  piece  pictured  Is  an  example  of 
what  Valentine  calls  a  V-2  variety  as  evidenced  by  the  die  cracks.  A  crack 
runs  from  the  left  ribbon  near  the  S  mintmark  down  into  the  denticles. 
Another  runs  from  the  lower  left  edge  of  the  mintmark  to  the  center  of  the 
first  crack.  A  crack  also  runs  from  the  tip  of  the  right  ribbon  down  into 
the  denticles.  A  final  crack  runs  from  the  leaves  to  the  denticles  just 
above  the  previous  crack. 

Civil  War  half  dimes  frequently  come  damaged  where  loops  and  mounts 
have  been  removed  from  either  the  obverse  or  reverse.  These  pieces 
were  frequently  used  as  pins  and  buttons  after  the  war  and  later  salvaged 
as  collector's  items  many  years  later.  The  mounts  were  removed  and  the 
damaged  area  reengraved  by  the  owner.  One  1865  half  dime  I  examined 
at  a  show  had  a  mount  removed  from  the  top  of  the  wreath  and  another 
removed  from  where  the  mintmark  should  be.  The  area  of  both  mounts 
was  obviously  retooled  but  was  made  to  appear  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  original  surface.  The  piece  was  marked  1865-P  and  I  asked  the  dealer 
how  he  could  list  the  piece  from   the  Philadelphia    mint  when  it  was 


1865-S  V-2  Half  Dime  with  Multiple  Die  Cracks 
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certainly  possible  that  the  coin  originally  possessed  a  San  Francisco  mint 
mark  He  told  me  he  couldn't  sell  it  for  a  San  Francisco  piece  because 
no  mintmark  was  visible  on  the  coin.  I  couldn't  quite  buy  his  logic 
because  a  Philadelphia  specimen  is  much  rarer  than  a  San  Francisco 
specimen  and  he  was  obviously  giving  himself  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.  I 
think  that  it  would  have  been  appropriate  to  list  the  piece  as  1865,  origin 
unknown. 

There  is  however  a  way  to  identify  such  pieces  even  though  it  is  not 
possible  to  see  the  actual  mintmark  because  of  previous  damage.  The 
position  of  the  date,  the  presence  of  clash  marks  and  die  cracks  and 
other  die  characteristics  can  determine  the  origin  of  questionable  pieces 
beyond  reasonable  doubt. 

A  final  source  of  information  about  half  dimes  comes  from  the  reeding. 
All  San  Francisco  half  dimes  from  the  1863-S  to  the  1873-S  have  106 
reeds.  Philadelphia  half  dimes  from  this  period  have  98  reeds.  I  have 
never  seen  an  exception  to  this  rule.  Be  very  suspicious  of  any 
Philadelphia  half  dime  from  1863  to  1867  that  does  not  have  the  charac- 
teristic 98  reeds. 

The  pictures  of  the  1865  and  1865-S  half  dimes  were  taken  by  Tom 
Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 


R  Report  on  LSCC  Book  Sales 

The  officers  of  LSCC  had  500  copies  of  the  "Collective  Volume  Number 
One"  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  prepared  for  distribution  to  interested 
collectors.  These  books  were  received  from  the  bindery  on  April  15,  1981 
and  within  seven  weeks  all  500  books  had  been  sold.  Almost  200  were 
distributed  to  club  members  and  just  over  300  were  sold  by  Dale  Williams 
of  Williams  Gallery  of  Rare  Coins  to  the  numismatic  public.  The  response 
to  our  advertising  has  been  very  good  and  the  comments  received  from 
the  purchasers  of  the  book  indicate  that  it  will  be  a  widely  used  reference 
on  Liberty  Seated  coinage  for  many  years  to  come.  The  distribution  of  all 
500  copies  has  allowed  the  club  to  recover  all  of  its  costs  to  prepare  and 
distribute  the  Volume.  Additionally  the  publicity  received  from  the  release 
of  the  volume  has  generated  increased  interest  in  club  activities.  We  are 
pleased  to  announce  that  our  current  membership  is  now  at  an  all  time 
high  of  302  members. 

A  continuing  interest  in  the  Collective  Volume  has  permitted  us  to 
make  plans  to  have  an  additional  400  copies  of  the  book  bound  for 
distribution.  Our  projections  indicate  that  we  will  be  able  to  sell  enough 
of  these  extra  copies  to  again  recover  our  costs  and  have  enough  copies 
left  over  to  sell  to  new  members  for  the  next  several  years.  All  revenue 
from  the  sale  of  the  volume  in  excess  of  the  costs  of  publication  and 
distribution  goes  into  the  club  treasury.  Collector  interest  in  the  book  will 
therefore  create  an  added  source  of  income  for  the  club  over  a  period  of 
years. 
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R  New  1841-0  Transitional  Dime 
Variety  Discovered 

At  the  Central  States  Convention  in  Indianapolis  Kam  Ahwash  showed 
me  an  1841-0  dime  that  represented  a  significant  new  variety  for  this 
date.  While  the  1841-0  date  is  common  in  the  Seated  dime  series,  this 
new  discovery  adds  to  the  important  pieces  with  this  date  making  it  a 
date  to  watch  at  shows  and  conventions.  To  fully  understand  the  impor- 
tance of  the  discovery  however,  a  little  background  into  the  known 
varieties  for  this  date  is  necessary. 

New  Orleans  dimes  were  first  struck  in  1838  and  for  the  first  three 
years  of  dime  production  at  the  facility,  a  No  Drapery  obverse  design  was 
used.  The  obverse  was  then  modified  to  a  new  With  Drapery  design  that 
appeared  for  the  first  time  in  1841  at  the  branch  mint  facility.  Not  as  well 
known  is  the  fact  that  the  reverse  design  was  also  modified  after  three 
years  of  dime  production  in  New  Orleans.  From  1838  to  1840  a  closed  bud 
reverse  design  was  used  on  all  New  Orleans  dimes.  In  1841  a  new  reverse 
design  with  open  buds  in  the  wreath  was  introduced  into  New  Orleans 
dime  production.  We  thus  had  a  new  obverse  design  and  a  new  reverse 
design  for  the  production  of  1841-0  dimes.  The  mintmarks  on  the  new 
reverses  used  in  1841  were  all  small  and  round  and  centered  under  the 
left  leg  of  the  M  in  DIME  within  the  wreath. 

Several  years  ago  a  club  member  wrote  to  me  indicating  that  he  had 
recently  purchased  an  1841-0  dime  that  had  the  new  With  Drapery  ob- 
verse design  but  possessed  the  old  Closed  Bud  reverse  design.  This  transi- 
tional piece  was  reported  in  the  Journal  on  page  3  of  Issue  #5.  The 
transitional  piece  was  easily  recognizable  because  it  had  a  Large  0  mint- 
mark,  much  bigger  than  any  of  the  mintmarks  on  the  new  open  bud 
reverses.  While  the  date  1841-0  is  rather  common,  the  transitional  piece 
proved  to  be  very  difficult  to  find.  Kam  and  I  have  looked  at  hundreds  of 
1841-0  dimes  over  the  years  and  have  found  only  a  few  of  the  transitional 
coins.  There  could  be  30  or  more  1841-0  dimes  at  a  large  show  in  varying 
grades  available  for  examination.  After  a  while  we  got  into  the  habit  of 
looking  only  for  the  identifying  Large  0  mintmark  and  quickly  passed  over 
a  piece  with  the  commonly  seen  small  mintmarks. 

The  piece  pictured  in  this  article  and  shown  to  me  in  April,  1981 
changes  the  method  of  searching  through  1841-0  dimes  for  the  dime 
specialist.  It  is  a  second  transitional  variety  of  the  1841-0  dime  having  the 
with  drapery  obverse  and  the  old  closed  bud  reverse.  This  one  however 
has  a  Small  o  mintmark  that  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  mintmarks 
on  the  new  open  bud  reverses.  This  discovery  will  intensify  the  search 
through  1841-0  dimes  in  the  hope  of  identifying  this  interesting  and  unex- 
pected variety.  I  have  to  wonder  how  many  of  these  new  transitional 
dimes  I  passed  over  during  the  past  five  years  not  knowing  that  the  tran- 


26 


sitional  variety  came  with  the  small  mintmark.  To  date  only  the  discovery 
piece  is  known  but  it  would  be  premature  to  say  that  it  is  rare.  Only  by 
searching  through  the  hundreds  of  1841-0  dimes  again,  this  time  paying 
closer  attention  to  the  buds  in  the  wreath,  will  we  be  able  to  get  a 
realistic  determination  of  the  rarity  of  the  new  transitional  variety. 

_______  The  Editor 


1841-0  Transitional  Dime  with  Small  o  Mintmark 
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fln  1842  Counterfeit  Dime 


In  recent  years  we  have  been  faced  with  a  growing  number  of  counter- 
feit coins  made  to  pass  as  genuine  specimens  in  the  numismatic  market 
place.  These  pieces  are  very  well  made  in  many  cases  and  difficult  to 
detect  from  the  genuine  pieces.  The  purpose  of  these  counterfeits  has 
been  an  attempt  to  fool  the  collector  into  purchasing  a  piece  at  a 
premium  over  the  value  of  the  counterfeit  coin.  Counterfeit  coins  have 
been  with  us  for  many  years  but  over  100  years  ago  when  the  Seated 
series  was  in  circulation,  the  purpose  of  these  pieces  was  considerably 
different.  In  those  years  the  pieces  were  made  of  base  metals  and  placed 
into  circulation.  The  profit  realized  by  the  counterfeiter  was  the  differ- 
ence between  his  cost  to  produce  the  piece  and  the  amount  realized  by 
placing  the  coin  into  circulation  at  face  value.  The  profit  realized  from  a 
single  coin  was  not  very  great  but  multiplied  over  a  large  number  of 
pieces,  it  amounted  to  a  sizeable  return  for  the  counterfeiter. 

An  example  of  a  contemporary  counterfeit  dime  made  to  circulate  at 
face  value  was  shown  to  me  by  Barry  Ciociola  at  the  Central  States  Con- 
vention in  Indianapolis  in  April,  1981.  The  piece  was  dated  1842  and  was 
struck  from  a  pair  of  dies  made  outside  of  the  U.S.  mint.  The  image 
resembles  that  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  but  the  die  work  is  very  crude 
and  easily  detected  by  anyone  familiar  with  the  genuine  pieces.  On  the 
obverse  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  is  poorly  shaped  and  out  of  proportion, 
the  drapery  folds  crudely  drawn  and  the  digits  in  the  date  too  large  and 
not  shaped  like  those  on  the  genuine  pieces.  Another  interesting  point  is 
that  all  thirteen  stars  have  one  of  their  six  points  extending  toward  the 
rim  of  the  coin,  unlike  the  positioning  on  the  genuine  design.  On  the 
reverse  the  letters  ONE  DIME  are  too  large,  the  buds  in  the  wreath 
shaped  like  circular  blobs  and  the  letters  in  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  improperly  shaped  and  poorly  positioned.  Yet  in  spite  of  these 
design  problems  it  is  easy  to  see  how  such  a  piece  could  pass  into  cir- 
culation through  the  hands  of  individuals  who  were  not  familiar  with  coin 
designs.  After  all  the  piece  was  purchased  from  a  dealer  who  had  it  listed 
as  a  genuine  U.S.  mint  issue. 

This  counterfeit  piece  has  some  additional  problems  not  apparent  from 
the  pictures  of  the  obverse  and  reverse.  In  particular  the  piece  has  no 
reeding  and  weighs  only  about  33  grains,  some  8  grains  lighter  than  the 
genuine  pieces.  In  addition  the  reverse  is  rotated  clockwise  through  120 
degrees  using  the  convention  described  on  page  28  of  Issue  #9  of  the 
Journal. 

Overall  the  design  of  the  counterfeit  speciman  lacks  the  quality  seen  in 
the  designs  used  at  the  U.S.  mint.  However  the  counterfeit  piece  does 
show  evidence  of  considerable  wear,  indicating  that  the  piece  was  likely 
made  within  a  few  years  of  the  date  struck  into  the  coin  and  that  it  was 
accepted  as  genuine  by  many  people  of  the  period.  I  personally  know 


28 


very  little  about  the  origin  of  such  pieces  but  I  can  say  that  I  have  seen 
similar  pieces  with  other  dates  over  the  years  that  I  have  been  studying 
Seated  coinage.  Anyone  with  additional  information  on  struck  counterfeit 
Seated  coinage  made  for  circulation  is  encouraged  to  report  it  to  the  club 
for  publication. 

The  two  pictures  of  the  1842  counterfeit  dime  were  taken  by  Tom 
Mulvaney  at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 

The  Editor 
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Letter*  To  The  Editor 


I  very  much  enjoyed  this  past 
issue  of  the  Journal.  The  article 
illustrating  the  1865  Half  Dollar 
with  a  repunched  date  was  of 
particular  interest  to  me.  How- 
ever, one  interesting  feature  of 
this  coin  was  neglected  by 
Beistle  in  his  book  and  was 
also  overlooked  in  the  article. 
The  importance  of  this  coin  is 
that  it  illustrates  the  use  of  a 
logotype,  or  gang  punch,  to  im- 
press three  or  four  digits  of  the 
date  in  a  single  blow.  This  prac- 
tice was  standard  for  most 
years  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
series  and  accounts  for  the  en- 
tire date  being  misplaced. 

I  enjoy  reading  anything  about 
Trade  Dollars,  and  Mr.  Epps' 
piece  was  very  useful  in  regard 
to  varieties.  Aside  from  this,  I 


must  disagree  with  his  explana- 
tion of  the  origin  of  the  1875-S/ 
CC  coin.  He  mentions  that  a 
pair  of  dies  was  probably  sent 
from  Carson  City  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  while  at  the  latter 
mint,  the  reverse  die  must  have 
been  repunched  with  an  S  mint- 
mark. 

This  is  inconsistant  with 
what  is  known  about  the  pre- 
paration of  dies,  all  dies  being 
completed  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  and  then  being  sent  to  the 
various  branches.  A  more  likely 
explanation  is  that  a  reverse 
die,  after  having  been  prepared 
for  the  Carson  City  Mint,  was 
found  to  be  unneeded  there  and 
was  corrected  for  use  at  the 
San  Francisco  facility  while  the 
die  was  still  at  Philadelphia. 

David  Lange 
LSCC  #488 


While  at  a  Vienna,  Virginia 
coin  show  a  few  weeks  ago  I 
couldn't  believe  my  eyes  when  I 
saw  an  "1810-0  Seated  Quarter" 
displayed.  Obviously  an  im- 
possibility for  two  reasons.  The 
New  Orleans  Mint  wasn't  in 
operation  then  and  Seated 
quarters  weren't  minted  until 
almost  thirty  years  later.  I  had  a 
closer   look   probably   out  of 


curiousity  more  than  anything 
else.  Observation  under  a  12 
power  glass  disclosed  expert 
retooling  of  the  date  changing 
the  "4"  into  a  second  "1". 
Evidently  someone  had  used 
his  metalworking  skill  in  a 
precarious  attempt  at  creating 
an  enigma.  Who  knows  why  is 
anyone's  guess. 

Bill  Bugert 
LSCC#455 
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I  was  reading  through  the 
latest  Journal  and  of  particular 
note  to  me  were  the  articles  on 
the  1875-CC  quarter  and  the 
availability  by  dates  of  Liberty 
Seated  quarters  in  Coin  World 
ads.  Most  recently  I  had  in- 
volvement with  two  of  the  more 
significant  Liberty  Seated  quar- 
ters on  your  list. 

1.  1843-0  AU  (reverse  Porous). 
This  coin  was  listed  in  a 
number  of  Coin  World  ads  at 
$85.  Knowing  any  early  Liber- 
ty Seated  quarter  is  scarce  in 
this  grade  and  this  date 
much  more  so,  I  ordered  the 
coin  to  confirm  my  curiosity. 
What  a  shock!  The  obverse 
was  XF/AU  at  least  and  a 
very  nice  half  of  a  type  coin; 
but  the  reverse  was  genuine- 
ly damaged  through  about 
the  middle  third  of  the  coin 
and  that  third  was  all  but 
gone.   I   returned   the  coin 


and  received  a  refund  but 
not  my  return  postage.  This 
coin,  which  has  been  on  the 
market  for  some  time,  is  an 
outright  fraud.  I  can  only 
wonder  how  many  of  our  fel- 
low members  also  got  in- 
volved with  this  coin. 

2.  1842-0  Small  Date  -  F 

(Obverse  Marks.)  This  coin 
was  listed  a  number  of  times 
by  J.J.  Teaparty  in  Coin 
World  ads.  The  coin  has  a 
rim  cut  at  7  o'clock  on  the 
obverse  and  several  pin 
scratches  from  the  neck  of 
Liberty  to  the  6th  star.  Other- 
wise it  is  conservatively  an 
AF  coin  with  full  LIBERTY 
and  no  reverse  or  edge  prob- 
lems. I  now  own  this  coin.  I 
am  glad  to  have  it  and  am 
not  sure  I  understand  why  it 
remained  unsold  so  long. 

Jim  Snell 
LSCC  #163 


To  either  illustrate,  or  further 
confound,  the  situation  on  the 
1856-0  half  with  recut  date 
(Issue  #16,  page  28).  I  wish  to 
describe  my  1856-0  specimen 
with  at  least  the  6  recut.  I  can- 
not see  the  recutting  on  the  5 
and  suspect  I  should  be  able  to 
see  it,  as  my  piece  grades  AU. 
It  has  the  die  break  above  and 
to  the  right  of  the  6,  although 
that  break  does  not  extend  as 
far  left  as  in  the  illustration. 
The  break  extends  only  as  far 
as  the  ball  of  the  6.  My  piece 
lacks  the  crack  above  the  1  but 


it  has  the  prominent  reverse  die 
scratches  you  mention. 
Assuming  that  I'm  somehow 
missing  the  evidence  of  recut- 
ting on  the  5,  I  suspect  your 
piece  represents  a  later  die 
state.  It  would  seem  incredible 
to  have  that  identical  crack 
above  the  6  on  two  different 
recuttings.  I  agree  that  the 
reverse  die  scratches  are 
strong,  but  I  had  scrutinized  my 
coin  many  times  before  and 
never  noted  them. 

Harry  Salyards 
LSCC  #505 


Having  received  my  copy  of 
the  "Collective  Volume  Number 
One"  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal 
several  weeks  ago,  I  find  I  have 
had  a  problem  in  putting  the 
book  down.  I  urge  all  LSCC 
members  to  purchase  this 
book.  I  found  it  very  informative 
and  fascinating  reading.  I 
would  like  to  thank  the  people 
who  worked  on  this  project. 

Jerry  Phillips 
LSCC  #475 


In  regards  to  your  article 
about  1853  Chin-Whiskers" 
Dollars,  I  would  like  to  pass  on 
the  following  information.  My 
coin  is  Variety  2,  two  lines  run- 
ning from  chin  to  shoulder.  It 
grades  XF  and  I  can  not  see  an 
obverse  die  crack  from  the  1st 
to  7th  stars. 

Dennis  Garstang 
LSCC#481 
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CITY  STATE  ZIP 


*  *  4 

&!?         rM  a  collector::      dealers       collector/oealerd  W 


YOU  M  A  Y  D      m;y  N0TD 

SEND  MY   NAME   AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLU8  MEMBERS 


»  -  • 
x 

»   -  4 

»  •  « 
» t 

»"*-*« 

I 

9  '  4 

M 

•  *  4 

f 

X 

~J  Membership  Fee  -  $9.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fj|  fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $9.00  to: 

yi<  James  Skwarek  •  P.O.  Box  21813 

JJ.  Tuckaway  Station  •  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53221 


SIGNATURE  DATE 


I 
I 

I 

I   COLLECT   BY   DATE   SEATED  HALF  0IMESD        DIMES  □  [|j 

►  •  4 

>  .  t 

[I 


.J?,  QUARTERSG       HALF   DOL  L  A  RS  □  DOL  L  A  R  S  □  ALL   SEAT  E  DC  W 

TO 


i 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members  Address  any  comments  to: 


John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering  45429 


32 


U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

I     BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 


"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 


BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  all  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 
Numismatist 

LM-ANA-1541 
PNG-ANS-LSCC-PAST-PRES 
1 -(2 15)872-4936 

112  S.  Jackson  St.  •  Box  422  •  Media,  Penna  19063 


